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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Office action is in response to the RCE filed on October 15, 2007. 

2. Claim 1 is pending. 

3. Claim 1 has been amended. 

4. Claims 2-23 have been cancelled. 

5. Claim 1 is allowed. 

6. The 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, rejection of Claim 1 is withdrawn in view of 
Applicant's amendments to the claim. 

Examiner '5 Amendment 

7. An Examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to Applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee; 

Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
David Dagg (Reg. No. 37,809) on December 17, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 



In the Claims: 

Please cancel Claims 21 



-23 and amend Claim 1 as follows: 
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1 . (currently amended) A method for acquiring and distributing information regarding 
architectural decisions to developers of a software system under development, comprising: 

inputting a plurality of questions, wherein said plurality of questions reflect a system 
design of said software system under development, and wherein said plurality of questions 
include questions regarding whether a configuration value associated with a component of said 
software system under development is the same for all users of said software system under 
development; 

generating a category array in response to said plurality of questions, wherein each 
element in said category array corresponds to a unique set of answers to said plurality of 
questions, and wherein each element in said category array contains a corresponding one of a 
plurality of design guidelines, each of said plurality of design guidelines indicating a name of a 
corresponding one of a plurality of data stores, wherein a first one of said elements in said 
category array corresponds to a first unique set of answers indicating that said configuration 
value is the same for all users of said software system under development and the same for all 
locations in which said software system under development may be deployed , and-wherein a 
second one of said elements of said category array corresponds to a second unique set of answers 
indicating that said configuration value is not the same for all users of said software system 
under development and not the same for all locations in which said software system under 
development may be deployed, wherein a third one of said elements in said category array 
corresponds to a third unique set of answers indicating that said configuration value is the same 
for all users of said software system under development and not the same for all locations in 
which said software system under development may be deployed, and wherein a fourth one of 
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said elements in said category array corresponds to a fourth unique set of answers indicating that 
said configuration value is not the same for all users of said software system under development 
and the same for all locations in which said software system under development may be 
deployed ; 

inputting an operational characteristic of a component of said software system under 
development, wherein said operational characteristic is said configuration value associated with 
said component of said software system under development; 

displaying said plurality of questions to at least one of said developers of said software 
system under development; 

inputting answers to said plurality of questions from said at least one of said developers 
of said software system under development; 

locating, responsive to said input answers and said category array, one of said plurality of 
design guidelines related to said operational characteristic, wherein said located one of said 
plurality of design guidelines is a name of a data store to be used to store said operational 
characteristic in said software system under development; and 

displaying said name of said data store to be used to store said operational characteristic 
to said at least one of said developers of said software system under development. 

21. (cancelled) 



22. (cancelled) 
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23. (cancelled) 



END OF AMENDMENT - 

Reasons for Allowance 

8. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The cited prior art taken alone or in combination fail to teach, in combination with the 
other claimed limitations, "wherein a first one of said elements in said category array 
corresponds to a first unique set of answers indicating that said configuration value is the same 
for all users of said software system under development and the same for all locations in which 
said software system under development may be deployed, wherein a second one of said 
elements of said category array corresponds to a second unique set of answers indicating that 
said configuration value is not the same for all users of said software system under development 
and not the same for all locations in which said software system under development may be 
deployed, wherein a third one of said elements in said category array corresponds to a third 
unique set of answers indicating that said configuration value is the same for all users of said 
software system under development and not the same for all locations in which said software 
system under development may be deployed, and wherein a fourth one of said elements in said 
category array corresponds to a fourth unique set of answers indicating that said configuration 
value is not the same for all users of said software system under development and the same for 
all locations in which said software system under development may be deployed" as recited in 
independent Claim 1 . 
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The closest cited prior art, the combination of US 5,960,419 (hereinafter "Fagg") and US 
5,644,686 (hereinafter "Hekmatpour"), teaches an authoring method and apparatus fox creating 
an application for a decision management system such as a document assembly system. 
However, the combination of Fagg and Hekmatpour fails to teach "wherein a first one of said 
elements in said category array corresponds to a first unique set of answers indicating that said 
configuration value is the same for all users of said software system under development and the 
same for all locations in which said software system under development may be deployed, 
wherein a second one of said elements of said category array corresponds to a second unique set 
of answers indicating that said configuration value is not the same for all users of said software 
system under development and not the same for all locations in which said software system 
under development may be deployed, wherein a third one of said elements in said category array 
corresponds to a third unique set of answers indicating that said configuration value is the same 
for all users of said software system under development and not the same for all locations in 
which said software system under development may be deployed, and wherein a fourth one of 
said elements in said category array corresponds to a fourth unique set of answers indicating that 
said configuration value is not the same for all users of said software system under development 
and the same for all locations in which said software system under development may be 
deployed" as recited in independent Claim 1 . 

Any comments considered necessary by Applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Qing Chen whose telephone number is 571-270-1071. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
The Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Wei Zhen, can be reached on 571-272-3708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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